Maine State Library

Digital Maine
Legislative Council

Legislature

12-6-1933

State of Maine Constitutional Convention 1933
Maine State Legislature

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalmaine.com/legislative_council
Recommended Citation
Maine State Legislature, "State of Maine Constitutional Convention 1933" (1933). Legislative Council. 2.
https://digitalmaine.com/legislative_council/2

This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Legislature at Digital Maine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Legislative Council by an
authorized administrator of Digital Maine. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.

STATE OF MAINE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6th, 1933 A, D.
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AUGUSTA, MAINE
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Hall of the House
Wednesday
December 6, 1933
Pursuant to an act of the Eighty-sixth Legislature entitled
"An Act to Provide for a Constitutional Convention to Pass on the
Proposed Twenty-first Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States" approved April 28th, 1933, the delegates-elect to the
Constitutional Convention assembled in the Hall of the House in
the State House, at Augusta, and were called to order by Royden
V. Brown, secretary of the Senate of the Eighty-sixth Legislature.
The Chair read the following communication from the Secre
tary of State:"STATE OF MAINE"
"Office of the Secretary of State"
"To Royden V. Brown, Secretary of the Senate of the Eighty-sixth
Legislature:
"In compliance with Section 8, Chapter 83 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1933, I hereby certify that the following are the
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names and residences of the delegates-elect to the Constitutional
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Convention, as appears by the report of the Governor and Counoil
V
under date of September 29, 1933.
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"Androscoggin County - Waldo Deane of Livermore Falls, Win. J. Fahey
of Lewiston, Benjamin Jones of Auburn, Francois X. Marcotte of
Lewiston, Hiram Ricker, Jr. of Poland, Charles L. Turgeon of Auburn,
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Wallace Edgar Webber of Lewiston.
"Aroostook County - Winfield s. Brown of Mars Hill, Alfred G.
Chambers of Haynesville, Delia T. Conant of Fortfairfield,
Irene© Cyr of Fort Kent, Chas. H. Harmon of Caribou, Joseph A.
Laliberte of Eagle Lake, Hay H. MoGlauflin of Presque Isle,
J. Wilfrid Parent of Van Buren, Percy L. Hideout of Houlton.
"Cumberland County - James P. Baxter, Jr. of Portland, Jacob
H. Berman of Portland, Harold G. Braithwaite of Bridgton,
Edward E. Chase of Cape Elizabeth, Mary d'Este Davis of Port
land, Helen C. Donahue of Portland, Mary H. Eaton of Gray,
Harold N. Hanold of Standish, William M. Ingraham of Portland,
John J. Magee of Brunswick, John J. Maloney of South Portland,
John Clark Scates of Westbrook, Robinson Verrill of Portland.
"Franklin County - Walter D. Barker of Parmington, Nathan C.
Burbank of Wilton.
"Hancock County - Luere B. Deasy of Bar Harbor, Otis Littlefield
of Bluehill, William E. Whiting of Ells worth.
"Kennebec County - Willard B. Arnold of Waterville, Ovide J.
Cote of Augusta, Edmond Cyr of Waterville, Eleanor Emery of
Gardiner, Lawrence B. Hill of Belgrade, Edward W. Paine of
Winslow, Nathan 3. Weston of Augusta.
"Knox County - William T. Cobb of Rockland, Charles A. Creighton
of Thomas ton, Obadiah Gardner of Rockland.
"Lincoln County - Enoch B. Robertson of Waldoboro, Cleveland B.
Swett of Edgecomb.
"Oxford County - Ezra W. Bosworth of Fryeburg, L.M. Carroll
of Norway, Fred L. Edwards of Bethel, Oliver A. Pettengill of
Rumford.
"Penobsoot County - Patrick J. Byrnes of Bangor, Sibyl Cram

s
of Bangor, George R. Desjardin of Old town, Hebron H. Hackett
of Brewer, Peroy A. Hasty of Dexter, Prank W. Rush of Millinooket,
George F. Way of Lincoln, Frederick M. Woodman of Bangor, Fred
York of Howland.
"Piscataquis County - John Ford of Brownville, Paul H. Knowlton
of Guilford.
"Sagadahoc County - Sumner Sewall of Bath, William F. Tate of
Topsham.
"Somerset County - James B. Daily of Pittsfield, F. Otis Gould
of Madison, Frank A. MacKenzie of Jackman, Frank X. Oakes of
Fairfield.
"Waldo County - Ansel M. Lothrop of Belfast, Norman A. Read of
Belfast.
"Washington County - Leo J. Parant of Baileyrille, John J. Pike
of Eastport, Moses B. Pike of Lubeo, Ernest A. White of
Columbia Falls.
"York County - William N. Campbell of Sanford, Charles W. Kinghorn of Kittery, Jere G. Shaw of Biddeford, Elvington P. Spinney
of North Berwick, Thomas C. Wentworth of Cornish, Howard R.
Whitehead of Saoo, Arthur G. Wiley of Bus ton."
(SEAL)

Xn Testimony Whereof, I have
caused the Seal of the State to be
herewith affixed at Augusta, this
6th day of December, A.D., 1933,
of the Independence of the United
States of America, the one hundred
and Fifty-eighth.
(Signed) Robinson C. Tobey
Secretary of State."
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The Chair oallea the roll and the following delegates
were noted absent:

Aroostook County - Alfred G. Chambers of

Haynesville; Cumberland County - James P. Baxter, Jr., of Portland;
Jacob H. Berman of Portland; John Clark Scates of Westbrook;
Hen cock County - Otis Littlefield of Bluehill; Kennebec County Edward Paine of Winslow; Penobscot County - Frank

Bush of

Millinocket; Somerset County - James B. Daily of Pittsfield.
The CHAIR: A sufficient number having responded, I declare
that a quorum is present and that the Convention is ready to trans
act the business for which it was called.
On motion by Mr. Deasy of Bar Harbor, it was voted that
a committee be appointed to notify the Governor that a quorum of
the delegates-elect are in convention assembled ready to take the
oaths required to enable them to enter upon their official duties,
and the Chair appointed Mr. Deasy of Bar Harbor as a committee of
one to perfoim this duty.
Subsequently Mr. Deasy reported that he had attended to
his duties and that the Governor would attend forthwith.
Whereupon, the Governor, the Honorable Louis J. Brann,
accompanied by the Executive Council, entered, amid the applause
of the Convention, the members rising.
The Governor then administered the required oaths to the
assembled delegates-elect.
The GOVERNOR:

I think you will find at your seats the oaths

to ib. ioh you are asked to subscribe and leave for collection latere
I wish you, of course, the best of luck aid success in your delib
erations and I wish to extend to each and every member of the Con
vention at this time a very cordial welcome to the capital city of

the State.

Thank you and Good Morning.

The Governor and Counoil withdrew amid the applause of
the Convention, the members rising.
The CHAIR:

The first business to oome before the Conven

tion is the nomination and election of a President of the Convention
Mr. 0BAD I AH GARDNLR of Rookland:

Mr. Chairman, I rise to

present to the Convention for its President the name of a man who
needs no eulogy and no introduction from me.

He has had a long

series of suooessful public administrations and on the question that
has called this Convention into existence he has always stood right.
I will not take the time of the Convention any further.

Mr. Chair

man, I present for President of this Convention the name of the
Honorable William T. Cobb, ex-Governor of Maine.
Mr. P. OTIS GOULD of Madison:

Mr. Chairman, I rise to

second the nomination of the William T. Cobb and move that it be
made unanimous«
On motion by Mr. Rioker of Poland it was voted that a com
mittee of four to collect and sort ballots for President of the Con
vention be appointed; and the Chair appointed as members of suoh
/
committee, Mr. Hiram Rioker Jr. of Pdand, Mr. Winfield S. Brown
of Mars Hill, Mr. Lawrence B. Hill of Belgrade, Mr. Frank A.
MacKenzie of Jackman.
The CHAIR: Are there any further nominations?
Thereupon, on motion by Mr. isdmond Cyr Of f&terville it
was voted that nominations cease; and on further motion by the same
gentleman the above committee were instructed to cast one Dallot
in favor of the Honorable William T. Cobb for President of the Con
vention.
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Subsequently, Mr. Bicker for the Committee reported that
It had attended to its duties.

The Chair thereupon appointed Mr.

Rieker of Poland to escort the President of the Convention to the
chair.
Mr. Ricker esoorted the President to the chair amid the
applause of the Convention.
Prayer was offered by Reverend Herbert E.P. Pressey of
Augu sta.
The PRESIDENT:

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Convention,

before proceeding to the further and necessary organization of the
Convention, may I express to its members my very deep appreciation
of the honor they have conferred upon me by their action in elect
ing me to preside over their deliberations and may I hope, in the
transaction of all its business, to have their indulgence and their
support•
As a matter^of historical interest and one that is reflected
to some extent in the dignity and importance of this occasion, it
may be recalled that no body of a like nature, similar in power or *
authority has been called into existence in this state since 1819,
when, pursuant to an act of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
relative to the separation of the District of Maine from Massachu
setts proper, a convention was called for the purpose of forming a
constitution for the State of Maine.
Tire convention of which we are the duly elected members
derives its authority from an act of the legislature passed in
1933 providing for a constitutional convention to pass upon the pro
posed Twenty—first Amendment to the Constitution oi the United
States; tixe second convention of its kind in Aiain© in more uha>'
one hundred years.

.
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Allowing that Act a quorum has been deolared to be present
here.

The Governor of the state has administered the oaths of

office to the delegates-elect and with your permission we will now
proceed to the election of a secretary and of such other subordinate
officers as in the judgment of the Convention may be necessary for
the proper conduct of its business.

The Chair awaits your pleasure.

On nomination by Mr. John J. Magee of Brunswiok, seconded
by Mr. William M. Ingrahem of Portland, the Honorable Royden 7.
Brown of Bingham, Secretary of the Senate, was unanimously elected
Secretary of the Convention by viva voce vote.
The President appointed Mr. Magee to escort the Secretaryelect to the Council Chamber for the purpose of taking and subscrib
ing to the necessary oaths of office to qualify him to enter upon
the discharge of his official duties.
Subsequently Mr. Magee reported that he had attended to the
duty assigned him and that Royden 7. Brown had, before the Governor
and Council, taken and subscribed to the oaths of offioe required
to qualify hirn for the discharge of the duties of Secretary of the
Convention.
On motion by Mr* Elvington P. Spinney of North Berwick, the
Secretary of the Convention was authorized to appoint a parliamentar
ian, an official stenographer, a sergeant at ams, a typist, two
pages, and two doorkeepers to act in connection with the delibera
tions of the Convention.
The President thereupon announced the following appointments
by the Secretary:

Harvey R. Pease of Wisoasset, Parliamentarian;

Charles P. Lyford, of Augusta, Official Stenographer; Gladys T.
Bradford of Augusta, Typist; Roy S. Humphrey of Augusta, Page;

3

Chester T. Winslow of Raymond, Page; Waldo H. Clark, of Jefferson,
Doorkeeper; Louis R. Fowler of Monmouth, Doorkeeper.
The PHE.jIThe Question has been raised regarding the
election of an honorary vice president.

The Chair will state that

there is nothing in the Aot creating this Convention which provides
for such an office, but of course a matter of that kind is entirely
in the hands of the delegates themselves and if the Convention so
wishes the Chair will be glad to receive nominations.
Mr. GEORGE R. DESJARDIN3 of Old Town: Mr. President, I move
you that three vice presidents of this Convention be nominated and
elected.
The PRESIDENT:
to be nominated?
that.

How does the Convention wish these names

The Chair does not consider it his duty to do

7.hose in favor of the motion will manifest it by saying

HAyett.

Those opposed, "No".
A viva voce vote being had, the motion did not prevail.
The PRESIDENT:

The Convention to which we are the duly

elected delegates is confronted with but one issue and the views of
every delegate here were publicly known to the State and its elector
ate when the election for such delegates took place.

The conven

tion is now fully organized and the Chair awaits the pleasure of its
members.
Thereupon Mrs. Mary d'Este Davis of Portland; presented the
following resolution and moved its adoption:-

e
RESOLUTION
Whereas, the Congress of the United States on February 20,
1933, submitted to the several states the following proposed
-Amendment to the Constitution of the United States:"Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of
each House concurring therein), that the following article is
hereby proposed as an Amendment to the Constitution of the
united states, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes
as part of the Constitution when ratified by Conventions#
in three-fourths of the several states:
Article
"Section 1.

The eighteenth article of Amendment to the

Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed#
"Section 2,

The transportation or importation into any

State, Territory, or possession of the United States for
delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation
of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.
"Section 3.

This article shall be inoperative unless it

shall have been ratified as an Amendment to the Constitution
by Conventions in the several States, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the sub
mission hereof to the States by Congress#w
Now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that this Convention assembled, pursuant to the
authority of an Act of the Eighty-sixth Legislature of the State of
Maine, entitled "An Act to provide for a Constitutional Convention
to pass on the proposed twanty-first amendment to the Constitute
of the United States" for the purpose of acting upon the proposaeBEEEei
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of amendment to the Constitution of the United States which is set

forth in the aforesaid act, now ratifies and npx>roves said proposed
article aj set forth in said Joint Resolution a3 an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States#
Mr • ROBIN3ON YERRILL of Portland^

Mr. President,

I second

the motion that the resolution be adopted.
The PRESIDENT:

It will be necessary, under the provisions

of the Act, to have a roll oall.

The Chair will suggest that as the
%

Seorot^ry calls the roll each delegate answer "Aye* if in favor
of the resolution and "Ho* if opposed.

The Secretary will pleas©

oall the roll.
The Secretary called the roll.
The PRESIDENT:
all voting, "Aye*.

There have seventy-two delegates voted,

Therefore, the resolution presented by Mrs.

fte.vis providing for the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment in fact,
is declared unanimously passed.
The PRESIDENT:

(Applause).

Is there any further business to come before

this Convention?
Mr. VERRI.uL:

Mr. President, I move that the President and

Secretary of this Convention as required by Section 14 of said
Chapter 83 make and execute the certificate for filing in the office
of the Secretary of State of this Stat© to the effect that this

Convention has ratified the proposal of amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States passed by the Seventy-second Congress
on February 20, 1933..
Thereupon the secretary road the following certificate:-

J.1

STATS OF MAINE
AUGUSTA
December S, 1933
We, William T. Cobb, President, and Royden V, Srown,
Secretary, respectively, of the Constitutional Convention of the
State of Maine, duly elected by the electors of said State and
held on the 6th day of December, 1933, in the Hall of the House of
Representatives of said State at the State House, Augusta, Maine,
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 83 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1933, to act upon that proposal of amendment to the
Constitution of the United States which was set forth in a joint
resolution passed on the 20th day of February, 1933, at the second
session of the Seventy-second Congress of the United States;
DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the following proposed article of
amendment to the Constitution of the United States which was set
forth in said joint resolution was duly ratified by said Convention
by the unanimous vote of all the delegates present, namely, seventytwo delegates, constituting more than a quorum:
ARTICLE
Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the con
stitution of the United States is hereby repealed.
Section 2. The transportation or importation into any state,
territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use
therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the law thereof,
is hereby prohibited.
Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment in the constitution by
conventions in the several states, as provided in the constitution,
within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the
states by the Congress.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, We have hereunto
set our hands this sixth day of
December, 1933.
President.
^secretary.
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The PRESIDENT:

You have heard the certificate presented by

Mr. Verrill read by the Seoretary.

Those in favor of the motion by

Mr. Verrill that the President and Seoretary exeoute the oertioate for filing in the office of the Seoretary of State will mani
fest by saying "Aye".

Those opposed will say

WNow.

A viva voce vote being had, the motion prevailed.
Thereupon Mr. Magee of Brunswick presented the following
and moved its adoption:RESOLVED, that it is the sentiment of this Convention
that the Controller of State pay the compensation set against the
names of each, to the Seoretary and subordinate officers of this
Convention:
Hoyden V. Brown, Seoretary
Harvey R. Pease, Parliamentarian

20.00

Charles P. Lyford, Official Stenographer

15.00

Gladys T. Bradford, Typist

15.00

Roy S. Humphrey, Sergeant at Arms

5.00

Chester T. Winslow, Page

5.00

Waldo H. Clark, Doorkeeper

5*00

Louis R. Fowler, Doorkeeper

5.00

The PRESIDENT:
by Mr. Magee.
"Aye%

$25.00

You have heard read the resolution presented

Those in favor of adopting this resolution will say

Those opposed will say

wNow.

A viva Voce vote being had, the motion prevailed.
The PRESIDENT:
fore the Convention?
bo adjourn.

Is there any further business to come be

If not, the Chair will entertain a motion

15

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. J-eo J. Parent of Baileyville,
the Constitutional Convention adjourned without day.

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true record of
the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of the State of
Maine held in Augusta on Wednesday, December 6th, 1933.
ATTEST

Secretary.

